
Greetings DHS Family, 
 
 March is almost gone; our second 
semester is in full swing!!! We had a rough 
start to the school year due to inclement 
weather conditions, but time has certainly 
made up for itself.  Our 135th school day will 
be April 1st and students will receive report 
cards for the third nine weeks on April 4th. 
 Parents, we are at a crucial point in 
the year where we need your help with ensur-
ing that our students stay focused.  Please 
make sure that you are vigilant about staying 
in touch with your child’s teachers in regards 
to grades and attendance.  Remember that 
the new state of South Carolina attendance 
policy states that students cannot miss more 
than ten days excused or unexcused.  There-
fore, if a student misses fifteen days only 
five of those days can be made up. Once the 
student misses any additional days, he or she 
will receive a Failure Due to Attendance (FA) 
in that class and will have to credit recover 
the course in order to earn credit.  Also  
remember that each class costs $150 to  
recover.  SC Ready to Work Testing for  
juniors and/or all third year students will be 
administered on April 2nd & 3rd. On April 
4th & 5th, ninety-two of our seniors will re-
take the test online in hopes of achieving a 
higher score. Students should be striving for 
silver, gold, and/or platinum certification 
levels to ensure more employment opportuni-
ties for themselves once they enter the 
workforce. 

 Our spring break will be April 15-
19th; we encourage everyone to have fun, 
be safe, and come back well rested with a 
positive attitude to have a successful 
completion to another great school year. 
Always remember that at Dillon High 
School we are continuously striving to 
develop a culture where Excellence is  
Essential. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dillon High School  

Parents, we would like to say 
thank you to those of you who 
were able to attend our spring  
Title I Parent Meeting on Thurs-
day, April 14th.  Our hope is that 
you were able to gain some  
valuable insight regarding DHS’ 
Title I Program.  We also hope 
that you enjoyed our hotdog 
supper, which was prepared and 
served by Sgt. Gray and student  
members of DHS’ JROTC  
Department.  A special thank you 
to the JROTC cadets for such 

great service to our parents and 
our community.  We also had a 
Northeastern Technical College 
representative to come in and 
share valuable information  
regarding their Dual Enrollment 
Program for high school  
students.  We hope you enjoyed 
our Parents’ Night and look  
forward to continuing to serve 
you and your students. 
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Calendar of Events 

March & April’s Events 
03/25- SIC/Title I Planning Team Meeting 
04/01-135th Day 
04/02-04/03-Ready to Work Testing (PP) Juniors 
04/04-04/05-Ready to Work Testing (Online) Seniors 
04/04-Report Cards 
04/15-04/19-Spring Break 
04/22-SIC/Title I Planning Meeting @ 3:30 p.m. 

Additional Academic Assistance 
 

Students, you have additional academic interventions in 
place to help ensure your academic success in each core 
class. Power Breakfast is available on the following days 
before school with the following  teachers: 
 

 Math– Coach McIntyre ( If Needed, Monday-Friday) 

 Science– Mrs. Willis (Tuesdays/Thursdays) 
 
***Late Day Academic Assistance with your teachers, 
Access to Virtual School Learning and During and After 
School Credit Recovery to Recover Units for Classes 
where  you have fallen behind.  After school credit recov-
ery costs $150.00 per course and requires at least a 50 
average and teacher recommendation. 



Preparing Students for Success from Dr. Gladys Rosser 

Typically, when a lover of sports thinks of the month of March, the concept of March Madness comes to 
mind.  Athletes and sports patrons begin creating their brackets for the ACC basketball champion.  Howev-
er, while many athletes are embracing our champions in sports, our students are Embarking on Curricula 
strategies that enhance their academic skills and that prepare them for success on the End of Course exams. 
Students and teachers in English I classes are focusing on analyzing and implementing valid strategies that 
can augment the cognitive abilities of the students, so that they can meet or exceed expectations on the writ-
ing and reading components of the South Carolina English End of Course Exam. 

Ninth graders have to complete the English I Writing Exam, which is tentatively scheduled to commence on 
May 13, 2019.  The writing exam is framed around a text-dependent analysis (TDA) question.  Students 
have been studying and implementing a process called R.A.C.E. (Read the questions, Answer the question, 
Cite evidence in the text, Explain in great detail) to embrace the challenge of writing an acceptable TDA 
essay.  In addition to R.A.C.E., students have been productively reviewing a “multiple choice strategy” that 
deals with re-reading, crossing out, showing evidence and eventually choosing the correct answer. Yet, a 
traditional strategy that has been tested down through the ages is the strategy of consistent and regular Prac-
tice, Practice, Practice followed with constructive feedback. 

   The state’s scoring rubric indicates that a score of four is the highest score on the writing exam, and stu-
dents focus on the four score column during all practice writing efforts.  Likewise, students are learning and 
incorporating into their writing practices, text-dependent analysis sentence starters.  Students incorporate 
sentence starters in their responses to identify the text evidence from the passage that is cited in their writ-
ing.  Because the English I EOC focuses on literary and informational text, students have the opportunity to 
analyze text-dependent analysis questions that reflect literary selections, as well as informational text.   

Along with students analyzing literary selections for text-dependent evidence to incorporate in a TDA re-
sponse, students also identify author’s craft concepts in the selection.  Some such concepts are symbolism, 
simile, metaphor, imagery, irony, conflict, alliteration and many other “tools” for building success in Eng-
lish I.  Likewise, SC mini-testlets and main idea exercises are frequently used to provide students with  

sample items on comprehension, research skills, punctuation, grammar, central idea and supporting details. 
With the multi-faceted components of the English I End of Course, teachers utilize computer-based activi-
ties provided through the USA Test Prep technological program in the classroom, which provides students 
with more confidence with the use of the laptop.  Moreover, the computer is the device that students will 
use to complete the English I End of Course Writing and Reading Exams.    

As students continue to work through the months of March and on through to May, students are submitted 

to embracing opportunities of the curriculum and to engaging in activities that will ensure them of an indi-
vidual EOC success story.  Teachers and students are committed to promoting our school’s motto – Excel-
lence is Essential- by continuing to provide rigorous instructional opportunities that will prepare our stu-

dents to be successful citizens in the 21st century.  

 

FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!  DILLON HIGH SCHOOL WAS RECOGNIZED AT A RECENT 
EDUCATORS’ SUMMIT FOR HAVING 20% (198) STUDENTS TO TAKE COLLEGE LEV-
EL COURSES OFFERED BY NORTHEASTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE.  THE GOAL FOR 
THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR, WILL BE TO DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
TO PURSUE COLLEGE COURSES.  GREAT JOB DILLON HIGH SCHOOL WILDCATS!!! 

 



What’s Happening in Ms. Hanna’s Class?! 
In my English 3 CP classes, we are in our second unit: Individuality and Conformity in 

American Society. The unit focuses on different ways that one can fit in or stand out in so-
ciety. Students will read the works of Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman, and Ralph Waldo Em-
erson. The play, The Crucible, by Arthur Miller will be the highlight of our unit. The play is 
loosely based on the historic Salem witch trials. Students will embody the characters of the 
play and act out the play in class. Be sure to ask your child how they are enjoying the unit! 

        Coach Grice Talks Health & Wellness                 

The Health and Wellness class helps students become aware of 
choices that promote great health and physical well-being. A major 
focus of the Health and Wellness class is to encourage students to 
participate in physical activity by completing a daily Wellness Walk. 
Teachers, would you like to workout with a group of students moti-
vated to improving themselves? Join us for our daily Wellness 
Walk!!         

From the Desk of Coach Roberts 

Coach Roberts' Integrated Business Applications students are finishing up 
learning the symbol keys on the keyboard.  They are also enhancing their para-
graph formatting skills while also learning to set up margins and line spacing for 
their assignments.  Students will begin speed tests soon to see how much they 
have improved their words typed per minute.  They do these tests on 
www.typingtest.com.  After they finish up their speed tests, they will move into 
formatting Personal Business Letters.  These letters are still relevant because 
they may want to send a formal letter to address an issue in the future.  They 
are also still relevant because when you have to type up a letter of recommen-
dation for someone, the format for personal business letters is used.  Students 
are working hard and they are making progress in this class. 

http://www.typingtest.com


Dillon High School Army JROTC Preparing for Cadet Leadership Challenge Camp 

The Camp Carolina JROTC Cadet Leadership Camp (JCLC) is a 7 day JROTC summer camp 
held at Fort Jackson, SC each year. This year the camp dates are 9 -15 June and we are expect-
ing approximately 900 Cadets from Army JROTC programs across South Carolina. Cadets will 
engage in activities such as high and low ropes confidence courses, water safety and drown 
proofing, obstacle courses, orienteering, and various other team building events. The intent is to 
physically and mentally challenge cadets in an environment similar to Army basic training in order 
to advance their leadership, communication, and social skills. 

Cadets arrive on Sunday, 9 June and depart on Saturday,15 June following a graduation ceremo-
ny on the Fort Jackson parade field which is very similar to the ceremony all basic trainees partici-
pate in. During the camp, cadets live in basic training barracks, are organized in platoons and 
companies, and live, sleep, eat and work in a collective environment. The cadets are never left 
unchaperoned, meaning the JROTC instructors from the participating schools attend the camp 
and lead the instruction. 

On Wednesday,12 June, the Camp Carolina staff will host an educator day. All educators and ad-
ministrators from across the state are invited to attend in order to observe the training environ-
ment, interact with cadets attending from their schools, and share a meal in the field environment 
or dining facility. SFC Gray and myself would like to encourage as many Dillon District-4 staff as 
possible to attend. As educators, this is an ideal opportunity to see the JROTC training and learn-
ing objectives in practice. And you might even get a Camp Carolina Tee shirt for attending! 

If you are interest in visiting, or just want more information about Camp Carolina, please contact 
myself or SFC(R) Randy Gray.  

Submitted by COL(R) Timothy Houser, Senior Army Instructor, Dillon High School 

Our final American Red Cross Blood Drive for the 2018-19 
school year will be held on Friday, April 26, 2019.  Seniors, 
this is your final opportunity to earn a red cord for gradua-
tion.  To earn a red cord, you must successfully donate 
three times or have five different people to donate on your 
behalf.  Sign up and Save a Life! 



Vision 

The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to develop students who 
are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  

 

Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve excellence by cre-
ating an environment conducive to learning where students, staff, and families work to-
gether to promote the skills needed in a continuously changing world.  

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 

  

Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 

 

 

 



Dillon District Four: no cellphones or other devices during school day 
 
According to the Dillon District Four’s Possession/Use of Electronic Communication Devices in 
School (Policy JICJ) is simple: cellphones or other devices cannot be used or activated during the 
school day. Other devices may include pagers, walkie-talkies, or other telecommunication devic-
es that emit an audible signal, vibrate, or display a message. 
 
Students are permitted to use cellphones after regular school hours and during extracurricular 
activities. 
 
The policy also states that the district will make an exception for documented medical reason 
and when a student aged 18 or older is an active member of a volunteer firefighting organization 
or volunteer emergency service organization. 
 
The district specifically bans the use of camera devices to violate the privacy of a student or staff 
member. 
 
The Student Discipline Code Book lays out punishments that students will be subject to in the 
case of a violation. 
 
Level I-G the student possesses the device and it will be confiscated and submitted to the Office. 
 
Level II-B offense is when the student uses the device for photos/videos/audio during the school 
day. 
 
First Time offense is three days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required for 
reinstatement 
 
Second Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required 
for reinstatement. 
 
Third Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and pending administrative hearing. 
 
Please refer to pages 8 and 10 in the Student Discipline Code Book. 
 

 


